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authorities based upon the same town, the county representing rural
interests and the county borough representing urban interests, with
some machinery in common. For there has come to be a great
difference between the small market town and the large industrial
town, and this is a feature of our age which, so far as we can tell, has
come to stay.
Composition, functions, mid operation of the various local government bodies.
(i). The parishes. To what manner of men are the governmental
functions of this most intimate and most ancient unit of local govern-
ment entrusted; how are they carried out and paid for? Do we find
in our villages that truest form of democracy—a democracy based
upon personal acquaintance—which is only possible in a small unit
and which we might in theory expect to find ?
The parish meeting is an assembly of all the local government
electors. All rural parishes must have a parish meeting. A parish
council must be elected in all rural parishes where the population is
300 or over. If the population is 200 or over but under 300, then it
may be elected where the parish meeting so resolves; if under 200,
then the consent of the county council must be obtained. A parish
council consists of from five to fifteen members, as may be fixed
from time to time by the county council. Councillors are elected for
three years. The election takes place at the annual parish meeting by
show of hands, or by poll when this is demanded.
A parish council's expenses must not exceed an amount equal to
a rate of 4^. in the £ without the consent of the parish meeting, and
shall not exceed a rate of 8<£ in the £ (which is also the limit of the
permissible expenditure of a parish meeting). A parish council must
provide allotments, if required by the county council. It may provide
a public water-supply, recreation grounds, footpaths, street lighting,
fire stations, baths and wash-houses, burial grounds, and libraries.
As a parochial committee of the rural district council it may carry
out any powers which that council may delegate to it. It administers
certain types of parochial charities, and appoints managers of schools.
(These last two powers are exercised by a parish meeting in the
absence of a parish council.) It may appoint a clerk and a treasurer,
the former of whom may be salaried*
Such is the briefest summary of the law* What are the facts in the
Survey Area?
Our information is derived from the answers which the clerks or
chairmen of parish councils and meetings in the Area were good
enough to make to a questionnaire circulated to them. Replies were

